the book, which was to compile a list of substances used in medicine. There were a large number of substances in common use which were not included in the " Pharmacopeeia," for one or two reasons: either they were so old that the more advanced section of the medical profession had discarded them, though they were still in use among older practitioners; or that the "Pharmacopoeia " was published at such long intervals that there must be many substances which had come into use in the last ten years, for instance, which should be in the book. The object of the Pharmaceutical Society in publishing such a book was that it should form a compendium of medicines; and they included in it all the drugs and chemicals which were at all in use, and felt also that they should include some of the drugs and chemicals recently introduced under their Latin names. Tempting though the subject was, he did not propose to enter into a discussion as to the division of secret remedies. Dr. Dixon admitted there were remedies of extreme value which had been patented, and those the medical man, as well as the pharmacist, required to know something about; and there were manufacturers who willingly supplied information about their drugs, and had supplied it in the form which had been presented to pharmacists and the medical profession. He supported the statement of Mr. Gamble as to the amicable relationship between the General Medical Council and the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society; it was idle to talk of an injunction or anything of the kind. The whole of the first edition of the " Codex " was sold out within six months, so that in case the impression should have been left on the minds of those present that at No. 17, Bloomsbury Square there was a large stock of the " Codex " which could not be sold, he wished to say that was quite a mistaken idea. He thanked the Society for the permission to address the meeting.
Mr. E. F. HARRISON said he was very glad to know that the Section was devoting two evenings to the discussion of the matter, as it was one of very great importance, and one on which the attitude of the medical profession would very largely influence the public. He thought Dr. Dixon had made rather too light of the importance of the ordinary quack medicines from the medical man's standpoint. People often procured quack medicines when they would not go to consult a medical practitioner; and the medical man had many means of properly influencing the public, such as the way mentioned by Dr. Duncanson, by letting them see the composition of the quack medicines they took. It was true that patent medicines often contained but little of what was harmful; but he wished to point out that it was not necessary for a patent medicine to contain dangerous drugs for it to be a dangerous preparation. In the little book referred to there were two or three preparations which were advertised very largely for the cure of consumption and for the cure of cancer, and there was one, called " Tuberculozyne," for which the charge was £2 lOs. for two bottles; the cost was 3d., and it consisted practically of coloured water. That was advertised in the most persistent way, so that many people in a more or less advanced stage of consumption were induced to go on taking it, by carefully drawn-up letters, sent at short intervals, asking the purchasers not to be discouraged, as patients got worse first before the cure set in. Consequently people did not go to a medical man until it was too late to do anything except make their remaining days more tolerable. Much the same sort of thing was done in the case of cancer. In seeking to stop such things there were the greatest difficulties to face, because some of the preparations showed skill and research, and had value; and for those the individuals in question could claim some particular right, a right of which no fair-miinded person would wish to deprive them, or of any emoluments they could get from them; between those and the fraudulent quack remedies, there were all gradations. When an attack was made upon proprietary medicines, it was found that the proprietors of the good ones rallied to the support of the proprietors of the bad ones. That was seen three or four years ago, when legislation was proposed in New Zealand which would have had the effect of keeping out some of the patent medicines sent from this country. A meeting was held of the Chemical Section of the London Chamber of Commerce; and there sat, side by side, proprietors of desirable and undesirable proprietary articles, and they made common cause to defeat the regulations. Thus it should be made clear, in attempts to deal with the matter, that no attack was intended on the bona-fide proprietary article; and if insistence were made on a declaration of the composition, at least as regards the main ingredients, he did not think there would be much objection on their part. Every detail need not be given, so that any particular skill in the combination would receive its due credit. The medicines which would be injured by such -a provision would be those which derived some part of their revenue from quackery. He hoped some practical result would arise, either as the outcome of the present meeting or of the issue of the little book referred to; and that there would be some legislative enactment, In any attack on patent medicines it was best to avoid doubtful cases at first; but in the case of such a thing as " Tuberculozyne " one should be absolutely unsparing. Many of them were run as syndicates, and if attacked they might fight; but, as they must know publicity was the last thing they should have, for their own sakes they might take the wiser course. An enormous amount of matter emerged which might be profitably discussed, and he felt much indebted for the permission to speak on the subject.
The PRESIDENT (Professor Cushny) said that some of the plans suggested to combat the nostrum evil reminded him of what had happened in the United States in the last ten years. Ten years ago perhaps no country in the world had the benefit of so much gratuitous advice as to treatment given to both the medical profession and the general public. Day by day the medical man was deluged with advertisements which were also in the daily press and in broadsheets of every kind. About six years ago the matter was taken up by the American Medical Association at the instance of its very able and energetic editor, Dr. Simmons, and a committee of experts in pharmacology and pharmacy had been formed who had separated the wheat from the chaff in proprietary medicines and had organized an attack upon the unsatisfactory products. That attack had very remarkable results with regard to the use of patent remedies in the United States, and particularly in regard to the way in which they were employed by the medical profession, for the latter were the chief people who were previously exploited by the patent-remedy manufacturers and the quack-remedy manufacturers. And the result appeared to have been very satisfactory, for the medical profession }had risen to the realization that they were being exploited. The success of the movement was shown by the loud protests raised by the manufacturers of the quack remedies. The British Medical Association had not taken quite the same position as the American Medical Association. The latter began by issuing a small list of approved remedies-not of disapproved remedies-and he was not sure that the American method was not the better one. The list of approved remedies, which were required to be kept uniform and which could only be advertised in a proper way, was issued to the profession only, and the better-class manufacturer appeared to regard the action of the Association as beneficial to his work.
Professor DIxoN, in reply, said it had been a matter of regret to him that more speakers had not suggested a means of dealing with some of the difficulties in connexion with the matter. When to-day's discussion
